
 

 

 

 

High Visibility Clothing 

 
High-visibility clothing is intended to clearly distinguish the workers from the work 
environment. High-visibility clothing consists of background material, retro-
reflective material (bands) and combined performance material. Combined 
performance material is a combination of retro-reflective material and the 
fluorescent material that may separate the two. The color of background material 
and combined performance material may be either fluorescent yellow-green or 
fluorescent orange-red.   Retro-reflective material reflects light back to the source 
when light shines on it. While appropriate in many situations, keep in mind that 
many types of reflective clothing are made of synthetic materials that could ignite if 
exposed to ignition from hot work, electrical arcs, flash fires, etc. 
  
High-visibility clothing should be worn in areas where vehicle traffic is present. There are three classes of 
high-visibility clothing based on the type of work, proximity to traffic, and vehicle speed. The following 
table can be used to select the proper class of high-visibility clothing: 
 

 

Worker Activity Garment Class 

Class 1:  Workers where traffic does not 
exceed 25 mph and there is ample 
separation from the traffic.  These workers 
often include parking service attendants, 
warehouse workers in traffic, shopping cart 
retrievers and those doing sidewalk 
maintenance. 

Class 1:  Garment must be relatively conspicuous, with 
background material equal to 217 in. in total area and retro-
reflective bands not less than 25mm wide.  

Intended for workers whose tasks don’t divert their attention from 
approaching traffic. Intended for locations where the worker is 
separated from traffic, which is travelling no faster than 25 mph. 

Class 2: Workers who work near roadways 
where traffic exceeds 25 mph and workers 
who need greater visibility in inclement 
weather. In general, railway workers, school 
crossing guards, parking and toll gate 
personnel, airport ground crews and law 
enforcement personnel directing traffic. 

Class 2: Greater visibility than the Class 1 garments. Background 
material must equal 755 in., and the minimum width of retro-
reflective bands is 35mm. 

Provides enhanced visibility during inclement weather. Intended 
for workers whose tasks divert their attention from approaching 
traffic and for those who must work near vehicles exceeding 25 
mph. 

Class 3: Workers with high task loads in a 
wide range of weather conditions where 
traffic exceeds 50 mph.  The standard 
recommends these garments for all 
roadway construction personnel, vehicle 
operators, utility workers, survey crews, 
emergency responders, railway workers 
and accident site investigators. 

Class 3: Superior visibility – the highest level of conspicuity. 
Background material must total 1240 in. Garment must have 
sleeves with retro-reflective material between the shoulders and 
elbows. The width of retro-reflective bands shall not be less than 
50 mm wide. 

Provides maximum visibility for workers who have tasks that 
place them in imminent danger from approaching traffic. Provides 
maximum visibility when the wearer must be conspicuous at a 
minimum distance of 1,280 feet. 
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